Sizing: Your finished size may vary, but for useful 
data about finished gauge, follow the 
pattern to make triangles that measure 
7-8” across the top. 

materials: 

(2 ) yarn: any yarn 
try out new yarns and colour combinations 

(2 ) needles: any needles 
you may find you need to try several 
different needle sizes, until you achieve 
the pattern gauge 

(2 ) gauge: aim to achieve pattern gauge 

notions: darning needle, crochet hook if desired 


ro) ravelry 


s:- cast on 
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I love making swatches! You may not feel the 
same, but with this quick and easy pattern, 
you can create a nice tidy stack, all while 
testing out the yarn for your project. 


@ abbreviations: 


inc - increase 

k - knit 

kfb - knit into the front and back of one stitch 
m1 - make one stitch by preferred method 

p - purl 

RS - right side 

st(s) - stitch(es) 

WS - wrong side 

yo - yarn over 
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stockinette triangle: 
Cast on 1 stitch (place a slip knot on the needle). 


Next row: kfb [2 sts] 
Next row: kfb, knit to end [1 st inc] 


Repeat previous row until there are 7 sts. 


Row 1 (RS): k3, yo, knit to last 3 sts, yo, k3 [2 sts inc] 
Row 2 (WS): k3, purl to last 3 sts, k3 


Repeat rows 1-2 until the stitch count in the 
stockinette section (between the 3 stitch garter 


borders) is approximately 1.5 times your desired gauge 


in 4”. For example if you are seeking a stitch gauge 
of 18 sts / 4”, work until there are 25 sts between the 
edges, or a total of 31 sts on the needles, including the 
edges. 


Next Row: kfb, knit to end [1 st inc] 


Work previous row a total of 6 times, then bind off. 


garter stitch triangle: 
Cast on 1 stitch (place a slip knot on the needle). 
Next row: kfb [2 sts] 


Row 1: kfb, knit to end [1 st inc] 


Repeat row 1 until the total stitch count is 
approximately 2 times your desired gauge in 4”. For 


example if you are seeking a stitch gauge of 18 sts /4”, 


work until there are a total of 36 sts on the needles. 


Bind off. 


other stitch patterns: 


The swatchtastic bunting concept is easily adjusted 
for the swatching of other stitch patterns. Begin with 
the instructions for a stockinette triangle, then insert 
a texture pattern, cable, slip stitch or lace pattern into 
the increasing triangle. 


lace triangle: 


This pattern is an excellent base to swatch any 
increasing lace triangle pattern, for example, for a 
triangular shawl. 


Establish the triangle using the same instructions as 
for a stockinette swatch: 


Cast on 1 stitch (place a slip knot on the needle). 


Next row: kfb [2 sts] 
Next row: kfb, knit to end [1 st inc] 


Repeat previous row until there are 7 sts. 


Row 1 (RS): k3, yo, knit to last 3 sts, yo, k3 [2 sts inc] 
Row 2 (WS): k3, purl to last 3 sts, k3 


Repeat rows 1-2 until the stitch count in the 
stockinette section (between the 3 stitch garter 
borders) totals the number required to work the first 
row of the chart. 


Then beginning on a RS row, insert the lace pattern 
between the garter stitch edges, working as many 
repeats as desired to test the effect. You can then also 
test various bind-off methods or contrast colours. 


Many lace patterns have purl rows on the WS, so you’d 
work k3, purl to last 3 sts, k3 as for a stockinette stitch 
swatch. However, some lace patterns will have a 
combination of knit and purl and or lace instructions on 
the WS of the work. 


You can try this method of triangular swatching using 
the lace edge chart included with the Burnished shawl 
pattern. 


@ finishing: Weave in all ends and wet-block 


swatches. Pin them gently into shape, without 
distorting the fabric. You can use the yarn tail to 
simply tie one piece of bunting to the next, or for a 
tidier finish, work a slip stitch crochet chain along the 
top of all bunting to connect it all together. 


swatch identification: I've used beads 


to identify the needles used in my swatches in an 
inconspicuous but permanent way, using the US 
needle size system as it uses full numbers rather 
than fractions. However, if you prefer to record more 
information, a little tag written on cardstock works 
well too. 


how dol.... ? Find tutorials on gauge in 
knitting at: www.tincanknits.com/support.html 
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